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Cnemidocoptiasis (Scaly-Leg) in a Buff-Throated Saltator (Saltator
maximus} From Panama——During the aonnoal bird banding aetivities of the
Lanal Zone Program, Flocida State University, Center for Tropical Soudies, under
Die, Hoesee Lefting T had the oppoclunity o observe teresting disense concli-
ticns in many of the 4402 will hirds banded, ineluding migrantz and locals.
Banding in_the fall of 1967 was dome on three dilferent [oeabons: in Curundy
(020, in Cerre Punta {Provinee Chirigui) sod in Almirante (Provinee Bocas del
Tored, Beeawse of a high ineidence of cnemidocaptic mange in Redwinged Rlack-
birds {Ageladas phoeiiens) and Bronzed Crackles [{faisealus veveicolor) vhaerved
daving the summer neonths in Canada (Rirmae, 10062, [ wes very mueh intorested
L seds the disease also smongse nestropical birds,

There are only Tonr previous reports of Conemidecopris=is in tropieal Rrds;
an laalation, maie from the Maja Finch (Wanin Weje), one of the Malacesn
wonver Dinds [TThlers, 18731 o ease inon Bave-eved Tobin {Turdues el ez}
vollested by T. Aitken in Trividad (Fain o al, 167 in o White-breasted M-
hateh (3win corelimemads wndiosn) colleeted Trom the provinee of Sinaloa, Mexieo
oo April 1, 1936; this bisd bresds in Mexiea, south to Oaxeen CElardy, 1HGEY: ancd
in & Gralden Theosh (Foedis wuraniiooes] collected east of Fingston, Jamaica on
January 14, 187 (Turls, 19300, Bothoof the laiier specimens were “recliseaversl™
i asen bivd skin collestives, which shows the mgoectaces of these rollectinns
not onby For the Diologist bt adso for the sty of disenses CRormse, 10660,

While travelling through Centeal and Sonth Amerien, [ frequently observed
that ‘eaptive Livds 10 peb shops and also clickens aned Turkess, offered tn the
miarkens, sullersd from the condilion deseribod as Zeabv-leg, To Caracas (Vene-
suelad many Budgevigavs (M efopsiftoes wndwlatus) Tad lesices on the head (eers)
amal Laes, nned avies (Secining conarie) were inlested on the toes ooly und showed
characteriatic “Tissel-foot"- like lesions a5 described before i these birds (Kash-
ula, 10407,

On Detober 8 and 10, 1967, respectively, 2 Bull-tuoaied Saliator (Saflafor
maaimas], family Fringillidee, were eolleelml o mistnets along the railresd
Admiranie « Chaoguivols, 2 miles west of Almirante,  Almiranle 35 o banana
exporting port of the United Feoit Company, situated on the Atlantic eosst
approxicmetely 17 miles past of the becder of Chsts Biea. D1 is ab seadeve nd the
region bas o bropieal rain forest elimate. Tt is mostly soversd by evergress broad-
leal forest, broken up by sites of hiuman setivity, i, plantations of hanans and
eacair. The fivst specimen (WP 1730 hod lesives of ey Ciemidocnplinss an the
shank and an the upper tens of the 1ol leg, whereas the toes did not vet show
any slgn of the mile’s aclivity, Tle seeond bivd (W1 174) hael nomederate mite
infestalion, as it is commonly seer in Red-winged Blael virds, snd showed eon-
siderably enarged shanks. For comparizan, o healthy bird of the same SBCI1ES
was collected, All three birds were skinned D museum snecimens miul shipped ta
our laboratory in Cacadn. Twe male amel 13 female mites were isolsted from the
right leg of the mwoderate case (W1 174) by mathaocls previons serihed (Iirmse,
Todtial, When compared with the mites from other wild birds, they appesved Lo
be the sume species of the genes Cnemidocoptes, The diseased apecimenz have
Boen subanitled o D, AL Yain, Tnstitar de Medicine Tropicale Prinee Tecpald,
Autwerpea, Belghun, foe species determination. Ticsddition to the enemidacantio
mikes, aneiher siogle adte, al present anidentified, was =olaced G 1 he lesione,
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Expansicn of bird bandiog 1o uther ecvunteies in Centeal und South Ameries will
not valy provide mere knowledge on the different migratine routes and wintering
habitats of bivds, hut alse information an the distribution of avian disenses
throughout the bemisphere,

After completion of this study, s new host for “Sealy-Les™ disease was found
i oue nesk vicinity (Guelph, Canada), These were 2 heavily infested speeimens of
e Yellow Warbler {Dendreion palechda) trapped in mist nets in June 1983 by the
Zoology Department. The cauzing srent e all cases of Sealyv-Leg was confirmed
by Do AL Fain, as the mite Knewidokoptes fomaicensis Turk,

This work was suppocted in pare by PHS Tesearch Grant o, AT Qo072
from the T2, 3. National Institute of Health to Dre. Loftin.
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